
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 17 November 2021] 

 p5560c-5561a 
Dr Tony Buti 

 [1] 

KIDSPORT — TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.11 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of 
the tenth anniversary of the KidSport program. Launched on 9 November 2011, KidSport is a funding program that 
supports eligible Western Australian children to participate in community sport by offering them financial assistance 
towards the costs involved. KidSport supports Western Australian children to participate in community sport through 
$150 vouchers. These vouchers can be used to help pay for club fees and swimming lessons, easing the burden that 
the rising costs of junior sport places on families. Since the start of the program, more than 245 000 vouchers have 
been provided to support more than 100 000 children to participate in club sport and swimming lessons. More than 
$36 million has been funded into community sporting clubs and swim schools. 
In 2020–21 there has been a significant increase in families accessing KidSport vouchers to support registration 
for summer sports. Over 29 000 vouchers were approved and funded in 2020–21 to over 25 000 Western Australian 
children. This includes over 10 000 vouchers issued to regional kids, of which 3 600 were funded through the 
Lotterywest Back to Sport COVID-19 relief program announced by the McGowan government last year. Of these 
vouchers, 16 per cent have gone to children who self-identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, 7.5 per cent 
have gone to children from a culturally and linguistically diverse background, and six per cent have gone to children 
with disability. KidSport recipients and stakeholders from across WA have shared their stories about the impact 
KidSport has had on their lives and on the lives of others in their community. 
Case studies will be available to the public on the KidSport tenth anniversary webpage. The case studies showcase 
the benefits of sport as a vehicle to encourage youth to become more involved and active in their community. 
Involvement in community sport has physical benefits, and also has a positive impact on the mental and emotional 
wellbeing of the community. Sport and recreation should be part of every child’s life, regardless of their circumstances, 
ability or where they come from. KidSport has changed lives in many ways—by helping kids build their confidence, 
learn new skills, make new friends, and realise their potential. With the ongoing support of the WA government, 
KidSport will continue to reduce the financial barrier of participation in community sport for low-income families 
so that all Western Australian children can lead healthy lifestyles. 
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